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CEO'S MESSAGE

Namaste, and welcome aboard the new Air Indial
We thank you for choosing to fly with us and for your constant support as we continue our journey
of transformation.

In the two years, since privatisation, much work has been put into rebuilding Air India’s
foundation and readying it for the future. A year ago, we placed what was, at the time, the world’s
largest-ever aircraft order of 470 aircraft, augmenting nearly 40 others being acquired on lease.
These new aircraft are now arriving at the rate of one every six days, on average, throughout 2024.

Included in these deliveries are India’s first six Airbus A350 wide-body aircraft, which will
progressively take to India’s skies between January and June 2024. The A350s feature world-class
seats, entertainment systems, new service-ware, amenities, and, of course, our bold new livery, and
Manish Malhotra-designed uniforms.

In July 2024, we commence the process of upgrading 40 of our legacy Boeing 787 and 777 aircraft
to the same standard, completely replacing the seats and entertainment systems, whilst at the
same time upgrading the interiors of 41 Airbus A320 narrowbody aircraft. Even at an accelerated
pace, it will take until early 2026 to complete the upgrade, so we humbly ask for your patience.

We also hired thousands of new staff and introduced many new training
programmes. We upgraded caterers, lounge providers, handling partners,

INTHE TWO and call centres across the network, and will soon introduce several new
YEARS, MUCH systems to drive greater performance and consistency. We made significant
WORK HAS improvements to our website and app, and launched a generative Al chatbot.
BEENPUTINTO We will soon bolster our loyalty programme and inaugurate South Asia’s
REBUILDING largest aviation academy.
AIR INDIA'S These are just a few examples of all that is underway at Air India. We still
have much more work to do. | can assure you that there are thousands of Air
FOUNDATION Indians working hard to improve and to realise the vision of a world-class,
AND READYING global Air India, representing a standard that makes the nation proud.
ITFOR THE Thank you for being a part of our journey of progress and thank you for

FUTURE your support.

_—

Campbell Wilson CEO and MD, Air India
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CLINIC es ALPES”

Montreux - Switzerland

Swiss excellence in the treatment of
mental health and issues of substance and
behavioural dependency




CLINIC tes ALPES®

Montreux - Switzerland

YOU ARE UNIQUE AND SO ARE WE

Clinic Les Alpes is an exceptionally private and secluded
retreat. Located in a setting of outstanding natural
beauty in the mountains close to the town of Montreux,
Switzerland. The clinic has the added convenience of
proximity to all major swiss airports.

This exclusive clinic is fully medically licensed by the
Swiss Department of Health and treats patients and their
families with the issues of substance and behavioural
dependency, along with debilitating emotional and
mental conditions, such as anxiety, stress, depression
and burnout.

Clinic Les Alpes provides a fully integrated approach
to treatment and each patient receives a bespoke
programme created together with the medical team
for his or her individual needs and requirements.
The expertise of an international, highly skilled,
multi-disciplinary team of medical, psychiatric,
psychotherapeutic and complementary practitioners is
on hand and available 24 hours a day, seven days a week
to be of service to patients and their families who are
referred from around the globe. The clinic is multilingual
with the primary language being English.

Clinic Les Alpes is beautifully appointed and each of
the private ensuite bedrooms has superb views of
lake Geneva, the snow capped mountains and alpine
meadows. Below the main chateau building, three floors
have been excavated from solid rock, flooded with natural
light and housing state of the art medical and therapeutic
facilities along with a complete floor dedicated to a full
medical spa.

Many services claim to deliver excellence. At Clinic Les
Alpes we have set our sights on defining it.

We are here to assist. Contact us in complete confidence at:

www.cliniclesalpes.com
+41 58 360 55 00
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EDITOR'S NOTE

HNEWVISTAS

Hello, and welcome! L2+ EpbiTor's PICK
- 2 ' OF THE MONTH
As we enter the new year, we present to you a fresh look of our l A curated fusion
. . . . . . B i, i of the finest
magazine, Namaste.ai. Just like Air India’s transformation, we are : : S events, travels,
. . . . . P exquisite cuisine,
revamping our magazine to give you a better reading experience. By 8§ and enriching
. . . . . experiences,
In August 2023, Air India unveiled a new brand identity that . = presenting a
. . . . e i snapshot of life’s
represents a modern India. This transformation includes a new logo, : . vibrant mosaic.

vibrant colours, redesigned livery, and chic new uniforms. Our cover
story takes you behind the scenes of this exciting change.

Our new identity is inspired by the quintessential Indian jharoka
or window, reimagined into a new form we call ‘The Vista'. This
Vista forms a viewfinder, presenting India and the world in a new
light. Following the same ethos, we have put together stories
offering new perspectives. This is brought to life in our exclusive
interview with the talented Anoushka Shankar, where she talks
about her innovative approach to the traditional sitar. In our
‘New India’ section, we feature the trailblazers shaping the future
of our country.

Travel lovers, we take you on a journey to the heart of Budapest
with a local expert. And thanks to our partnership with AccesRail,
getting there is easy with just one ticket across air and rail. We also
explore the best boat safaris across India’s diverse landscapes.
There are many more interesting features that we hope you’ll enjoy.

We're committed to bringing you more engaging stories, personal
narratives, and the spirit of travel. Here's to a fresh start and a
wonderful reading journey.

Happy Reading. Bon Voyage!

raj@airincz:lia X@airindia

ﬁ@airindia @Air India Limited

© KNow MORE

Visit airindia.com for further info about
Air India. For any editorial queries, write
Sunil Suresh Editor-in-Chief to editorial.airindia@burdaluxury.com
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Nivedita
Jayaram Pawar
@ @justnivedita

A Mumbai-based
senior journalist,
Nivedita turned to
freelance writing in
2013 after
spending nearly
two decades as
editor for various
newspapers and
magazines. She
contributes stories
related to design,

travel, and lifestyle.

@ page 24

Jitendra Soni
@ @sonijd

Jitendrais a
Jaipur-based tech
journalist. His
passion for
technology helped
him trade
spreadsheets for
gadgets, igniting a
decade-long
journey at the
forefront of tech
journalism in India.

Chandreyi
Bandyopadhyay

@ themoonchasers.com

APR

profession-
al-turned- inde-
pendent writer,
Nagpur-based
Chandreyi
chronicles her
travels accross the
Indian wild through
a conservation lens.
A foodie at heart,
she also authors
stories on cuisine
and culture.

@ page 66

Shibani Bawa
@ @shibanibawa

New Delhi-based
travel and food
writer, Shibani has
been penning
articles on luxury
lifestyle for 20
years. She has her
finger on the pulse
of global travel and
tourism, especially
in responsible
luxury and
conscious travel.

-

Priya Kumari
Rana

@ @priya_rana

With over two
decades of
experience of
writing on luxury
brands, fashion,
and lifestyle, along
with being an
editor, Priya is also
the founder of a
luxury portal. She
has worked with
some of the biggest
names in the
publishing industry.

Zsolt Balla

@ @zslotyi

A Budapest-based
journalist and
communications
expert, Zsolt
contributes to
Forbes, Maxim, and
others. He currently
works for the UN
Refugee Agency,
and when he is not
saving the world,
he's busy spoiling
his two daughters.

@ page 74
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WINGS
OF

CHANGE

Setting a course for a visionary horizon, Air India
unveils its transformative global brand identity—a
Flight beyond aesthetics and innovation

words by Team Namaste.ai
and Priya Kumari Rana

Air India has been blazing trails in India’s aviation sector, embodying grace and
reliability, for almost 92 years now. In August 2023, a pivotal chapter unfolded in
the airline’s rich history through a modern, new brand identity and new aircraft
livery that captures the essence of a bold new India, marking another milestone

in its Vihaan.Al evolution journey. The unveiling of Air India’s global brand is not a
mere facelift; it's a transformative journey. With a fresh logo, revamped appearance,
vibrant palette, redesigned livery, and smarter uniforms, the airline is poised to
redefine the flying experience. ©

january 2024 13



cover story new beginnings

#NewAirVibes

THE SKY"
NEW HUES

NEW AIRCRAFT
©® TOUCHDOWN IN STYLE

History unfurled on 23" December 2023 when Air
India’s inaugural Airbus A350-900, adorned in a
new livery, graced IGI Airport, New Delhi. Bearing
the registration VT-JRA and hailing from Toulouse,
France, this aircraft touched down at 1:46pm,

signifying a monumental shift in Indian civil aviation.

Flight AI350, welcomed by Air India CEO and MD,
Mr. Campbell Wilson and several Air Indians,
received a water salute and air traffic control
accolades. This landmark event ushered the dawn
of a new era—a convergence of Air India’s bold
livery and cutting-edge technology.

14 ARINDIA

“When | saw the new
A350 with an Indian
Registration painted in
Air India’s new livery,

| felt proud that this
aircraft is going to be a
part of our fleet.”

-Capt. Monika Batra Vaidya

(One of India’s initial A350-trained pilots,
she was an observer on the A350’s first
flight from the Airbus delivery centre in
Toulouse to Delhi)



New Look,
Bold Start

® Joining the fleet, the Airbus A350

sports a vibrant new livery, heralding a
transformation soon to grace all brand-new
aircraft. Beyond aesthetics, this evolution
promises cabin refurbishments with new
seats, cutting-edge inflight entertainment,
and Wi-Fi over the next few months.

Mr. Wilson underscores, “The A350 isn’t just
metal and engines; it embodies the efforts
of every Air India employee, soaring to new
heights in excellence.”

january 2024 15



cover story new beginnings

O©TAIL ART THROUGH THE YEARS

Original Classic Illustrious Iconic Progressive

The centaur logo A motif of A truncated version Post the merger with The latest tailfin logo
depicted the shooting ~modernisation—a of the original centaur Indian Airlines, the Air showcases the iconic
of an arrow within a sun with 24 bronze logo made areturnto  India tail featured the  window frame tips in
circle, representing spokes against a the tail in a slightly iconic Konark wheel the brand colours—red,
the Konark wheel. red parallelogram. darker colour tone. within a red swan. aubergine, and gold.

Decoding the tail art and its significance

© As the curtains fall on the familiar emblem, a breathtaking palette of gold, red, and aubergine emerges,
embodying boundless potential, advancement, and an unwavering outlook. The logo is a combination of a
bold wordmark and an icon inspired by the peak of Air India’s window frame. This further simplifies the
design, aligning with the vision to turn Air India into a “world-class airline”. The new livery features on the
fuselage and belly in a fresh look and font, whilst the tail steals attention with new brand colours that pay
homage to the past. The colours extend to red wingtips and gold accents. It is the canvas for the carrier’s
renewed confidence and ambition to become one of the best airlines in the world.

AIR INDIA LIVERY OVERVIEW

AIR INDIA WINDOW FRAME HERO WINDOW
WORDMARK WINGTIPS FRAME TIP TAILFIN

On

1 the
tailfin

GOLD FRAME RED ENGINE UNDERBELLY W =0 B
UNDERBELLY HOUSINGS WORDMARK

The her

16 ARINDIA



#WindowTolndia

WHEN
DREAMS
TAKE
FLIGHT

Merging traditional
heritage with a
fForward-looking
ethos to create

a global airline
that echoes

Indian roots.

-

VISTA
Directs skyward,
symbolising
a positive,
progressive vision
for the new

ALY Air India.

/’/’i\*«.

PATTERN

Inspired by India’s
architecture, culture, and
heritage, the intricate
patterns make Air India
uniquely rooted.

THE
WINDOW OF
POSSIBILITIES

A universally-admired icon that carries the
hopes, dreams, and possibilities of the new,
emerging India. Inspired by the iconic Air India
aircraft windows, this sleek, golden design
element has been claimed and owned for
many years. It serves as both a viewfinder and
a dynamic storyteller, bringing stories to life
with its unique visual charm.

january 2024 17



cover story new beginnings

#AlIStyleRevamp

TIMELESS
STYLE MIX

“My aim was to create uniforms that

capture the essence of India’s diverse culture
and traditions, while also embodying a
modern and sophisticated look.”

-Couturier Manish Malhotra

(Air India has always been a symbol of Indian pride and excellence for the designer)

18 ARINDIA



Air India’s Chic

Uniforms for 2024

@ In the 1960s and 70s, Air India
epitomised style, with cabin crew
adorned in gorgeous sarees,
churidar-kameez, ghagra cholis,
and silver jewellery. Fast forward
to 2024, a new era unfolds with a
fresh collection for its cabin and
cockpit crew. From ready-to-wear
ombré sarees and bandhgalas
for the cabin crew to sharper,
classic black double-breasted
suits with a print inspired by the
Vista for pilots—the new designs
are stylish and modern yet bear a
hint of heritage. Malhotra has also
designed the shoes—the female
cabin crew wear dual-tone (black
and burgundy) block heels and the
male cabin crew wear comfortable
black brogues. The uniforms also
include accessories like pearl
earrings and sling bags for the
female cabin crew.

DID YOU KNOW?
Malhotra is designing
uniforms for not only the
cabin crew and pilots but also
for ground staff, engineers,
and security personnel.

“It is an honour to wear
the new Air India uniform.
It is bold, progressive,
and symbolic of the

new Air India that we
promise.”

-Captain Anny Divya

(The youngest ever Commander of the
Boeing 777 in the world, flying Air India fleet
since 2006)

january 2024 19



cover story new beginnings

©® BUTTONS ® FABRICS © BROOCHES

The blouses and blazers of To address and withstand Along with the name badges,
the airline crew’s brand-new the rigours of daily wear, the the crew members will sport
uniform are meticulously uniforms are crafted with a golden brooch designed like
accessorised with golden fabrics that are light-weight, ‘The Vista’, the new logo of
buttons; gold is one of the waterproof, fireproof, and the airline. It will be pinned on
three new brand colours. safety standards-compliant. top of the badges.

THIS!

Scan now to
experience Air
India’s style
evolution
Immerse in Air
India’s style journey
with Manish
Malhotra

Modern design with
timeless elegance

® One of the standout crew uniforms designed is the ready-to-wear
ombré sarees that can be paired with pants—a unique East-meets-
West look. The colour palette is carefully thought out, too. The senior
cabin crew will sport ombré sarees that are aubergine-to-burgundy
(exuding a balance of authority and sophistication), while the junior
cabin crew will don a vibrant red-to-purple rendition combined
with red blazers (embodying youthfulness and energy).

20 ARINDIA



#CheckInChic

A FRESH
FOOTING

M)

e

CHECK-IN
FIRST

A inoia AR INDIA

L ]

® Beginning at Delhi and Mumbai
airports, the new branding emerges
BUSINESS at various touchpoints—check-in
counters, boarding gates, lounges,
and newly-designed boarding passes.
The gradual rollout will progressively
extend across Air India’s global
network, imbuing its vibrant presence.

-
AIR INDIA )

-~
AIR INDIA )

ECONOMY

STAR ALLIANCE %
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cover story new beginnings

AlR INDIA)

FLY
NONSTOP

“I am amazed to see the
transition. From the orders
of the best aircraft to the
enhancement of services,
website, apps, and new
uniforms, everybody can feel
the excitement of change.”

-Captain Rishabh Kapur

(He is a third-generation Air Indian and has been
a part of Air India for 20 years now)

22 AIRINDIA

#iClickAndSoar

SANFRANCISCO

) a

B

SANFRANCISCO

INNOVATION

@ DIGITAL REVAMP

Air India redefines the

digital experience with

a revamped website,
airindia.com, and a new mobile
app. The streamlined booking
flows, faster performance,
and innovative features

are complemented by a
refreshed design. Crafted

by Air India’s teams in Kochi
and Silicon Valley, this online
transformation promises
seamless interactions.

© TRANSFORMATION
TIMELINE

* Introduced six new domestic and six
international destinations since 2022

* Acquire around 100 new aircraft by 2024
since coming back to the Tata Group

e Retrofit 40 widebody and 41 narrowbody
starting July 2024



Akshita M Bhanj Deo

THE

PEOPLE

ARCHY'S~
IND VENTU

oyal realms meet grassroots as two =
rincesses embrace a transforn ve
journey into community welfare

24© Q&A 28 © NEW INDIA

The Bhanj Deo
sisters are helping
surface Odisha's
recognition, whilst
showcasing

its treasures
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Q&A ' Anoushka Shankar

"TWANTED TO MAKE
THE SITAR FUNKY,
COOL,AND STRONG"

The Grammy-nominated composer on bringing the instrument out
of its time warp and the thrill of live performances

words by Nivedita Jayaram Pawar

WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING
FORWARD TO THE MOST DURING
YOUR INDIAN TOUR?

| am excited about sharing my

new music and playing with the
bands that really inspire me. And of
course, spending time with family
and friends in India.

FOREVER FOR NOW IS A VERY
INTRIGUING TITLE. WHAT’S THE
DOMINANT MOOD OF THIS ALBUM?
After going through the pandemic
and some personal hardships, | was
left with a sense of how fleeting
everything is. The title Forever

For Now is playing with the same
idea—you don't really know what’s
forever and what’s only for now.

In a mood sense, | have tried to
create a dreamy atmosphere. | was
trying to replicate an afternoon
that | had in my garden a couple of
summers ago, when it just felt like
the smallest things in life can be so
precious at times.

YOU BROUGHT THE SITAR BACK
IN TREND, WHILE STILL KEEPING
IT ROOTED IN TRADITION. WHAT'S
YOUR TAKE?

When | started writing music in

24 ARINDIA

my twenties, | moved away from
pure classical music to incorporate
other elements because that was
who | was as a person and what
my life was like. It's also important
to remember that our tradition has
always been of an ever-evolving
kind. If anything, that gave me the
confidence that even if it changes in
ways that are quite overt, it's a part
of the natural evolution. As | started
touring globally, | realised that
although the instrument is loved,

it also has a particular connotation
of burning incense, flying carpets,
the 1960s psychedelia... | wanted to
make sitar funky, cool, and strong.

| started playing with its sounds

to surprise people and make them
engage with the instrumentin a
new, unique way.

YOU STARTED PERFORMING LIVE
FROM THE AGE OF 13. HOW HAVE
YOU EVOLVED AS A PERFORMER
OVER TIME?

Initially, | found it terrifying and
the feeling continued well into the
begining of my solo career at the
age of 18. | would be very tensed
and, as a result, | would be really
focussed on playing things right,

and never veering off the path

and getting it wrong. But | was
very fortunate to be able to learn
on stage. Simultaneously, when

| started writing my own music,

| started to experiment in the
studio and push boundaries in a
way | wouldn't initially on the stage
first. That helped me grow as an
artiste. Now being on stage is like a
love affair.

YOUR FEELINGS WHEN YOU LISTEN
TO YOUR OWN MUSIC?

Anything new | have made feels like
the best thing | have ever done. But
soon, within a year, | hate it. And
then, after a little while, there’s a
sense of acceptance. It's a cycle that
| am aware of. Other than that, ®

“WHENISTARTED
WRITING MUSIC,
IMOVED AWAY
FROM PURE
CLASSICAL TO
INCORPORATE
OTHER
ELEMENTS..."

Laura Lewis
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when | am listening to my concerts,
| am somewhat critical, which can
be really educational and offer a
growth curve.

ANY FAVOURITE VENUE THAT

YOU REALLY LOOK FORWARD TO
PERFORMING AT?

Sydney Opera House (Sydney),
Carnegie Hall (New York), Cité de la
Musique (Paris), and La Cigale (Paris)
carry so much atmosphere in them.
Others have emotional value for me.
For instance, Siri Fort Auditorium

in New Delhi always means a lot
because there | did my first tanpura
accompaniment when | was 10,

my sitar debut at 13, and my piano
debut at 16. Similarly, playing at
Barbican Hall in London feels special
since it's been my home city for so
long and | have beautiful memories
of playing for loved ones.

A SITARIST, A FILM COMPOSER,
AN ACTIVIST, AND A MOTHER.
HOW DO YOU MAKE TIME FOR
EVERYTHING?

| have learnt that if we plan on
doing everything to the same
perfect degree that we want to
every time, there is bound to be a
breakdown. Initially, as a mother,

| wondered what was wrong with
me when all these celebrities
looked like they were doing
everything so gracefully. How
come | couldn’t do it? The truth is,
| don’t think | am a better or worse
musician because | am a parent.

| am just a different person, so |
am a different musician. But | can
guarantee that | would be doing
more music and more touring if |
wasn't a single parent. Similarly, I'll
be an even better mother if | could
devote more time to my kids.
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RAPID FIRE

Feeling of being on stage
Can be transcendental.
Music can carry you through
even the most difficult times.

Favourite travel
destinations
Goa and Big Sur in California.

Your comfort food

Rice and pasta. But

| generally follow a
Mediterranean diet of salads
loaded with proteins and

vegetables.

Favourite pastime

Though it's very rare now, |
love going out dancing. And
| can be a homebody too—it
brings me real joy to light
the fire and just sit on my
sofa with a blanket.

The music you’re currently
listening to

André 3000, Sault, and some
of my dad’s older albums.
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the people new india

THE
PRINCESS'

CUT

words by Shrabasti Anindita Mallik

For Mrinalika and Akshita Bhanj Deo,
descendants of Odisha's erstwhile Bhanja
dynasty, restoring The Belgadia Palace—
their 200-year-old ancestral home—and
converting a part of it into a boutique
hotel was only the beginning. This
princess-sister duo's mission is to put the
state on the global tourist map, elevate
local craft to the high table of luxury,
empower artisans and youth through their

philanthropic work, and more! ©

28 AIRINDIA

Mrinalika'and Akshita
Bhanj Deo have
togethertransformed
their ancestral home

into an award-winning
boutique palace hotel
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Students of the
NGO Project
Chhauni showcasing
the steps of the '\
Mayurbhanj Chhau

WHAT INSPIRED YOU TO SHIFT
CAREERS AND TAKE CHARGE OF
THE BELGADIA PALACE?

Akshita: My sister and | were born and
raised in three different countries—
India, Singapore, and the United States.
After college, we both worked in New
York, with me in International Relations.
Working with global aid organisations
really inspired me to understand social
impact and how we can connect artists
and clusters, and work with them for
sustainable tourism.

Mrinalika: | worked in Puig, a reputed
fashion and fragrance company, which
inspired me to think about how luxury
and heritage brands can utilise social
entrepreneurship to build global brands
with strong local connections.

WHAT ARE THE SIGNIFICANT
COMMUNITY INITIATIVES THAT YOU
TWO HAVE TAKEN?

Both: We act as intermediaries,
working with non-profit organisations,
to increase access to capacity building.
A share of the funds that the palace
receives from its guests is given to its
philanthropic arm, The Mayurbhanj
Foundation that promotes and
preserves handicrafts and handlooms
along with providing access to local
communities to connect with investors.
For example, every evening, young
artistes perform a semi-classical
martial art dance form at the palace
through the NGO Project Chhauni.

We work with local communities to
improve access to sports and promote
leadership and development in the
youth through it. We also have tie-ups
with local handicraft and handloom
clusters for our guests to experience

30 ARINDIA
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the microcosm of Odisha's art, heritage,

and culture.

TELL US ABOUT THE CONSCIOUS
LUXURY HANDICRAFTS BRAND
THAT YOU FOUNDED.

A: Hasa Atelier was born during the
pandemic, out of the need to safeguard
the interest of Odia artisans and their
livelihoods. There were artisan clusters
in Odisha that required immediate
support. We realised the need to
provide design intervention and market
linkages too. So, in the past few years,
we have promoted artist residencies
and retreats, and have been able to
bring unique luxury crafts bags with
sabai grass and dokra via social media
to global consumers. Soon, we will

“WE WORK
WITH LOCAL
COMMUNITIES
TO IMPROVE
ACCESS TO
SPORTS
AND PROMOTE
LEADERSHIP AND
DEVELOPMENT IN
THE YOUTH
THROUGH IT.”



DA MILANO

® O ® @damilanoitalia | www.damilano.com
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the people new india

CLOCKWISE

FROM TOP LEFT
Mrinalika designing a
new capsule collection
for Hasa Atelier with
women of the Sabai
Grass SHG; Akshita on
a field trip to Morada in
Mayurbhanj with partner
NGO Sikshasandhan;
Akshita with girls from
the first football team
from Morada.
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be launching capsule collections with
designers from across India.

WHAT’S NEXT FOR THE BHANJ DEO
SISTERS?

M: In 2023, TIME Magazine listed

our property as one of the ‘World’s
Greatest Places 2023". To be nominated
organically means a lot to us. But our
work is far from over. Next up, our
vision is to have Odisha brought onto
the global tourism, wildlife and crafts
map, and we are grateful to have the
support of the State Government.

A: One of our next projects is the
conservation of the state’s cuisine. We
plan to launch culinary experiences

with chefs who have a sound
knowledge of Odisha’s history so that
we can showcase contemporary ways
to rediscover authentic Odia cuisine
through its spices and indigenous
ingredients. We are working to promote
organic spices and Simlipal honey
through our in-house boutique store,
but we would also like to explore
possibilities of global distribution. We
are also passionate about protecting
the melanistic (black) tiger, found

only in Odisha. Hence, we are working
closely with the forest department,
self-help groups, and local NGOs to
promote awareness about conservation
and anti-poaching campaigns.

Image courtesy: Akshita M Bhanj Deo
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the checklist luxe

Alarm Ref. 1938 P-001
Limited edition (30 pieces)
Price on request

© Montblanc Great
Characters Edition
Special edition pens

available in rollerball,

fountain, and ballpoint
US$950-USS$1,215
© Tiffany’s
T1 Bracelet
A Limited edition
In 2024, o.pulent masterpieces (186 picces)
are adorning the collections of Price on request
global luxury brands, adding a

touch of exquisite elegance

S\\:A RO\IS}\I ' @ Christian Louboutin

Condora Queen Plume
Also available in black

US$1,795 l

® SwarovskiXDisney100 Advent Calendar 2023
Celebrates 100 years of Disney, US$960.69*

34 ARINDIA

@ Patek Philippe Minute Repeater

TIFFANY & CO.
X ARSHAM T1
BRACELET

This statement piece
with tsavorites and
diamonds marks
Tiffany’s 186%™ year.

PATEK PHILIPPE
WATCH

This collector’s item
honours watchmaker
Philippe Stern’s 85t
birth anniversary.

MONTBLANC
MUHAMMAD ALI
EDITION

The design packs a
punch as heavy as
Ali's blows, boasting
details of his life.

CHRISTIAN
LOUBOUTIN PLUME

Inspired by the

film Birds, the

heel’s feather
embellishment steals
the show.

SWAROVSKI X DISNEY
ADVENT CALENDAR
With jewellery

and ornaments
designed like Disney
characters, it's a true
holiday treat!

Image courtesy: respective brands; *As per 80,000 (Conversion rate as on 6% Jan 2024)



Take off.
Wander far.
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VIRAT KOHLT

HSBC Cashback Credit Card

0% 1.5%

Cashback’ on all Unlimited cashback” Complimentary
dining, food delivery on all other spends domestic airport
and grocery spends lounge visits in a year

Scan the QR code
or SMS" ‘CASHBACK' to 575750

‘ Opening up a world of opportunity

Issued by The Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation Limited, India. Incorporated in Hong Kong SAR with limited liability. *T&C apply, for more details visit www.hsbc.co.in/Cashback *Cashback not eligible on select
categories such as fuel, rental, govt. transactions, e-Wallets, insurance, education, B2B goods and services, jewellery, charity, toll fees, cash advances, payments of outstanding balances, payments of card fees and other card
changes. *A joining fee of only ¥999 will be charged (not eligible for existing cashback card customers). There will be a renewal fee of 999, which will be waived-off on reaching a spend milestone of just 200,000 in a year. *10%
cashback i.e. up to 1000 per statement cycle on category such as dining, food delivery and grocery. ABy sending this SMS, you would be authorising us to call you and provide information, irrespective of whether your contact
number is registered on DNC/NDNC. Never respond to unsolicited offers of money received through emails/phone/other media. For any clarification, visit www.rbi.org.in or www.sebi.gov.in or www.irda.gov.in.



the checklist books

TOP FIVE
READS

Bestselling author Harish Bhat, whose latest
presentation Restless Lives is a beautiful volume
of poetry, shares his all-time Favourite titles

SWAMI anp FRIENDS

SWAMI AND FRIENDS
(R.K. Narayan)

“This episodic narrative
has so much innocence
and fun packed into
every single page.”
Indian Thought
Publications; 3165

LEAVE IT TO PSMITH
(P-G. Wodehouse)

“This book has made me
laugh out so loud every
time | have read it.”

Penguin Random
House UK; %299
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CWinwce Sk woseL prize

ONE HUNDRED YEARS
OF SOLITUDE

(Gabriel Garcia Marquez)
“A masterpiece of
immersive storytelling
and magic realism.”

Harper Perennial Modern
Classics; X785

A Ty N )i;‘
*\:)\\N\*\
\)\ )\\)‘ )i)‘
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Behavieral Econcmics

MISBEHAVING

Richard H. Thaler

Besi-palliog cranther of Medpe

MISBEHAVING: THE
MAKING OF BEHAVIORAL
ECONOMICS

(Richard H. Thaler)

“This one sparked off my
renewed interest in
behavioural economics
and consumer
behaviour.”

Penguin Random House
UK; X699

TOP
TRAVEL READ
AIRPLANE MODE:
AN IRREVERENT
HISTORY OF TRAVEL
(Shahnaz Habib)
A witty personal
take on the history
of travel by a
woman from the
Third World.
Catapult31,970

THE CREATION
O WELTH

HAL LALA

THE CREATION

OF WEALTH

(R.M. Lala)

“Thanks to this book, |
was inspired to write my
own stories about the
Tata Group.”

Penguin; 3450

NEW ON
THE SHELF

KRISHNA: MAHA VISHNU AVATAR
(Kevin Missal)

After the Great War, Krishna,
avatar of Vishnu, stood as a
symbol of justice. Forty years
later, he strives to break free
from his haunting past in Kevin
Missal's reimagining
of Mausala Parva.
Simon & Schuster India; 3399

BECOMING GOAN:

A CONTEMPORARY
COMING-HOME STORY
(Michelle Mendonca

Bambawale)

This one intertwines personal
narratives, environmental
concerns, and syncretic
traditions in Goa’s Siolim.
Penguin Random House
India; X399

=
¥ i
R
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FIELD MARSHAL
SAM MANEKSHAW:
THE MAN AND HIS TIMES
(Brigadier Behram M.
Panthaki (retd.) and
Zenobia Panthaki)

An illustrated biography on
Sam Manekshaw, an iconic
figure in Indian military history.
Anecdotal and accessible, it
chronicles his life’s journey.
Niyogi Books; 31,495

New On The Shelf image courtesy respective publishers. Those mentioned by author are from the public domain



Worthy of the King.
And of you.

The all new metal
HSBC Premier Credit Card
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Premier
Credit
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VIRAT KOHLI

World ’

Curated. Such that nothing else compares. #WorthyOfYou

Forex markup as low as 0.99%, 1:1 conversion of reward points Unlimited lounge access globally
anytime and anywhere globally to air miles across 20+ airlines and 8 international guest visits.
- no conditions apply! and Apple products’.

Welcome offer

+ Epicure membership with offers and benefits across Taj Hotels
+ Taj Experiences gift card worth 212,000
+ Complimentary EazyDiner Prime annual membership

Scan the QI.R code
or SMS? ‘ELEVATE’ to 5675750

mHSBC ‘ Opening up a world of opportunity

Issued by The Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation Limited, India. Incorporated in Hong Kong SAR with limited liability. "Through Imagine vouchers. 2By sending this SMS, you would be authorising us to call you and provide
information, irrespective of whether your contact number is registered on DNC/NDNC. Terms and Conditions Apply. Never respond to unsolicited offers of money received through emails/phones/other media. For any clarification, visit
www.rbi.org.in or www.sebi.gov.in or www.irda.gov.in



the checklist gadgets

«&* WANDER WISE

Embark on ajourney into the Future of travel with
these innovative gadgets

words by Jitendra Soni

® AIRWHEEL SE3S

Say goodbye to the hassle of lugging
around heavy bags at airports. Airwheel
SE3S is not just a suitcase—it is your
personal electric vehicle. This cabin-
compliant, ergonomically-designed marvel
is strong enough to carry up to 110kg at a
maximum speed of 13kmph, making your
way through terminals, stations, and city
streets a delightful experience. Airwheel
SE3S offers spacious storage options and
helps you save both time and energy.
Equipped with a large battery, it can charge
your electronic devices and power your ride
for around 10km on a single charge. The
accompanying mobile application allows
you to drive the suitcase effortlessly and
ensures you never lose track of it.

LomoMN [DDUAMI Y SE S

Best for: Exploring airports without the
hassle of walking.

US$859

© APPLE AIRTAG

Holidays are fun but travelling can often turn stressful, especially
when you end up losing your valuables or luggage while on the
go. Make stressful travel scenarios a thing of the past with the
Apple AirTag. These compact tech companions provide real-time
location tracking of your luggage, offering you peace of mind
throughout your journey. Attach AirTags to your bags, checked-in
items, carry-ons, keys, wallets, phones or other valuables—these
trackers work almost everywhere, as long as they have an iPhone
nearby. Using Apple’s advanced tracking technologies, including
the ubiquitous ‘Find My’ network, they track the precise locations of
your belongings. Unlike most other trackers, AirTags are virtually
maintenance-free and draw power from replaceable batteries.

Best for: Never losing your valuables while travelling.
US$29

38 ARINDIA

All images courtesy of the respective brands
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PLAZA DELHI AIRPORT

FEEL UNRUSHED!

Immerse yourself in exquisite accommodation, savor flavorful dining experiences,
rejuvenate in a world-class spa, and let nature and luxury interwine throughout
your stay. Your idyllic Delhigetaway awaits, an invitation to experience the

> natural splendor of indulgence.

AWARDS & ACCOLADES

3 : . 4
et BEST BUSINESS HOTEL BEST SPA HOTEL LUXURY AIRPORT HOTEL BEST AIRPORT HOTEL IN ASIA
L-: at India’s Best Awards at the Global Spa at the World Luxury Airport at Haute Grandeur ;" | .
from 2021 to 2024 Awards 2022 & 2023 Hotel 2018, 2019, 2020 awards 2023,
BEST, HOTEIL;FOR BUSINESS TRAVEL BEST PAN ASIAN RESTAURANT BEST LUXURY AIRPORT HOTEL
! by CNBC Travel 2022 at Travel + Leisuredndia’s at Hospitality Awards
- Delicious Dining Awards for year 2022

2021, 2022, 2023

261 Luxurious Rooms & Suites | Award-Winning Food And Beverage Options | Bespoke Meeting Spaces

One Of A Kind Indoor And Outdoor Event Spaces | Plush Wellness And Fitness Center

Radisson Blu Plaza Delhi Airport, National Highway 8 New Delhi, | 10037
For Reservation, please call us on 011 2677 9191,011 4250 0500



the checklist gadgets

© BOSE QUIETCOMFORT ULTRA

Whether you are planning to watch movies, stream
music or escape the chaotic surrounding noise,
boarding a plane with your headphones on is
essential. The Bose QuietComfort Ultra stands out
with its remarkably-long battery life, outstanding
sound quality as well as exceptional voice-calling
performance. The QuietComfort Ultra is also a
gold standard for active noise cancellation. Be

it the rumble of an engine or the cacophony of a
crowded terminal—it blocks all unwanted noise

at the press of a button. It provides a comfortable ©® RAYNEO AIR 2 GLASSES
wearing experience and superior audio output,
thanks to the 35mm full-range drivers. The
bundled companion app lets you adjust the sound
profile based on your preference.

Step into the future with the RayNeo Air 2—a pair of extended
reality glasses that bring a cinematic experience wherever you
go. These smart glasses deliver a crystal-clear visual experience,
thanks to the Sony micro-OLED display with a 120-Hz screen

Best f°"_ Tuning out the cacaphony and enjoying a refresh rate. The RayNeo Air 2 is the perfect blend of innovation
peaceful journey. and utility. Imagine watching your favourite movie or web
Us$379 show on a virtual 201-inch screen while waiting to board your

flight. Unlike any popular virtual reality headset, the RayNeo Air
2 is highly compact, lightweight, and portable. Plug them into
your phone for personal entertainment, a gaming console for
larger-than-life gaming or a MacBook for work on the go—the
RayNeo Air 2 has a use case for almost everyone.

Best for: Transforming any space into your private cinema or
gaming centre.

Uss$379

Uss
7.83Bn

is the expected reach of the smart
luggage market by 2030

SOURCE: snsinsider.com

© HYPERICE HYPERVOLT 2 PRO

After a long flight, treat yourself to a soothing and revitalising massage with the Hyperice
Hypervolt 2 Pro. This intelligent massager targets even the most stubborn aches and pains,
offering instant relief and relaxation. Equipped with a removable rechargeable battery, the
Hypervolt 2 Pro is highly portable, providing up to 180 minutes of massage. The battery’s longevity
can be extended by investing in an extra one, ensuring the massager is ready for extended use. The
device comes with various head attachments to cater to different body parts and its user-friendly
interface allows you to adjust the intensity of the massage at a single touch. The accompanying
Hyperice app guides you through varied massage routines and intensity targetted at specific areas
of the body, ensuring you get the maximum benefit from each session.

Best for: Instant relief from muscle aches.
US$264.44*

*As per 29,999 (conversion rate as on 6th January 2024); Bose QuiteComfort Ultra: hypebeats.com
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OUT AND
ABOUT

Time to catch up with all the action happening
worldwide this month

@MOVIES

SUNDANCE
FILM FESTIVAL

Utah, U.S.A.
18t-28" January

The festival will showcase 53
shorts and eight 40t-edition
celebration screenings. There
will be screenings of iconic

films from Sundance’s history,
including new restorations of
Napoleon Dynamite, Go Fish,
and Three Seasons, along with
Mississippi Masala and The
Times of Harvey Milk. Cinephiles
can also catch legendary films
like The Babadook, Pariah and a
digitally-remastered, extended
version of DIG. The event will

be held in person in Park City
and Salt Lake City, and will also
include special events with artist
alumni. & festival.sundance.org
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2

2024 WINTER
YOUTH OLYMPIC
GAMES

Gangwon Province
South Korea
19 January-1t February

The fourth Winter Youth
Olympic Games, being
called Gangwon 2024,

will feature around 1,900
athletes from around
the world, competing in

numerous sports, including

Alpine Skiing, Biathlon,

Bobsleigh, Cross-Country
Skiing, Curling, Figure

Skating, Freestyle Skiing,

Ice Hockey, Luge, Nordic
Combined, Short Track

Speed Skating, Skeleton,

Ski Jumping, Snowboard,

and Speed Skating.

&K olympics.com/en/gangwon-2024

® coNCERT

LOLLAPALOOZA

Mumbai, India
27t-28" January

Headlining the second edition of
Lollapalooza India are names like
Sting, Jonas Brothers, Halsey, and
OneRepublic. With over 40 artistes

taking to the stage at Mumbai’s
Mahalaxmi Race Course, the festival will
feature Keane, JPEGMAFIA, Eric Nam,
Anoushka Shankar, Fatoumata Diawara,
Kenny Beats, When Chai Met Toast, and
Garden City Movement, among others
across four stages with 20+ hours of
energetic live music.

@ lollaindia.com

Top and bottom: Facebook/Sundance film festival; Facebook/Lollapalooza India



PROTEIN
ROSE LASSI

A low-fat wonder to boost
your protein intake,
indulge in rose flavoured
delight with our 200 mL
Rose Lassi that packs 15 g
of whey protein with just
107 kcal.

PROTEIN 1 G UF
BUTTERMILK
Get your daily dose of ?;\&%W‘ P R UTE I
protein from the world’s first 1
pro.tein buttermilk_whiph :
g | A0
WHEY
PROTEIN
With 25 g protein in every
—
PROTEIN
jywely  BLUEBERRY SHAKE

sachet, this lactose free
?‘.“,}\\ Amul's High Protein

powder has no added
colour or flavour and
Blueberry Shake packs 20 g
w
“‘Y’ . of protein in only 138 kcal.

comprises 100% whey.
Power up!
- Taste the fruity goodness in
?,“Q every sip.

INTRODUCING AMUL HIGH PROTEIN RANGE
T0 ACE YOUR PROTEIN GOALS.

*As per ICMR NIN 2020, 0.83 g of protein recommended per kg of body weight for sedentary moderate heavy men.
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BURNS NIGHT
Scotland
25% January

Celebrations will honour the
life of Scottish poet and lyricist
Robert Burns with traditional
haggis, bagpipes, and recitations
of his poetry. scotland.org

SNOWDAYS
WINTER FESTIVAL
Banff and Lake Louise, Canada
19% January - 4 February

Skijoring at Banff Avenue and
the SnowDays Play Zone are
must-see attractions here. banff.
ca/1280/SnowDaysWinter-Festival

SYDNEY FESTIVAL
Sydney, Australia
Till 28 January

An annual performing- and
visual-arts festival of music,
dance, and stage shows.
sydneyfestival.org.au
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ART

SINGAPORE
ART WEEK

Singapore
19%-28" January

Organised by the National Arts
Council, the 12t edition is set
to feature 150 art events by
400 artists, cultural learning,
and live music shows. The
National Gallery Singapore will
host blockbuster exhibitions
like Tropical: Stories from
Southeast Asia and Latin
America. Light to Night
Singapore 2024 will present
art installations and light
projections. ART SG 2024, the
largest international art fair

in Southeast Asia, and a re-
staging of Tang Da Wu’s Our
Children are other attractions.
& artweek.sg

WINTER FESTIVAL

SNEEUWBAL WINTERFESTIVAL
Utrecht, the Netherlands
27" January

Hosted in Utrecht’s Park Transwijk that transforms into a winter wonderland, the
festival hosts concerts for a wide range of genres. This year’s line-up features artistes
like Amber Broos, Benny Rodrigues, DI@N, Dion Visser, Joélla Jackson, Klaudia Gawlas,
Menesix, Mr. Belt & Wezol, T78, VE/RA, Apheatic B2B Nyco, Carmen Lisa, Chantal Iris
Chasner, Chico Rose, and DJ Mucho, among others. & sneeuwbalfestival.nl

Clockwise from top right: Photo by Suhaimi Abdullah/Getty Images for Philip Colbert (Singapore art week); Facebook/ Sneeuwbal Festival/Martin Hols
(Sneeuwbal Festival); Facebook/ Sydney Festival; Shutterstock/Shawn.ccf (SnowDays Winter Festival); Shutterstock/Kev Gregory (Burns Night)



Khub Chand Sawhney's (KCS) Kashmir Shawl Emporium was established in 1950. We are a symbol of
heritage, legacy and the perpetuity of fine craftsmanship. A place for finding something timeless and
classic, something which can become a family heirloom and passed down over generations.

KCS KASHMIR
SHAWL EMPORIUM

Flagship - 94 M.M Janpath New Delhi | Okhla & Gurugram | www.kcsshop.in | +91-9810201838

jUIUO J3PIO

Follow us on our socials!
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SERVING
STORIES

Modern dining
is going beyond
just eating. It

is dishing out

a new way of
experiencing
Food through
immersive
storytelling
and intimacy,
whilst exploring
the origins of
regional cuisines

words by
Savyanti Halder

FUN FACT

The concept of supper
clubs originated in the
early 1900s. The first
one was founded by
a Milwaukee native in
Beverly Hills, California,
and then the concept
spread to the Midwest.
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Allimages courtesy of respective brands



BHARATH

INSTITUTE OF HIGHER EDUCATION AND RESEARCH
DEEMED TO BE UNIVERSITY

We provide the
opportunity and
give wings to

your dreams.

Students who study with us turn
their aspirations into reality. Using
a blend of academic disciplines
and a global perspective, we help
students develop sound acumen
to be competitive in today’s global
scenario. Join now and utilize
opportunities to pursue quality
education that broadens horizons.

L2 3 £ 20
RDMISSIONS ™

(28 & 2

REGULAR & ONLINE COURSES

WORLD’S LARGEST

= Technological Innovation Centre for
Academic Research worth 500 Crore.

= Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients
(API) & Drug Intermediates

NATIONAL & INTERNATIONAL ACCREDITATIONS
MILESTONE RECORDS o
ASIA Book of Records : Highest number of Intellectual g‘““""c BANK OF CREDITS Vi n
Property Protection applied in a week by Ministry of Education, Gort, of India \-/mx w:u&
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1/ THE HOUSE
OF MALA

Mumbai unveils a hidden gem—The
House of Mala, a private supper club
blending private dining with the perks
of a social setting. On Friday and
Saturday nights, it offers a Jazz club-
style community dining experience.
Guests can savour the rich, contrasting

flavours of Sichuan’s renowned Mala
cuisine, while understanding the
delicate balance between two key
spices—numbing (md) and spiciness
(la). The self-taught culinary duo,
sisters Prachi and Saloni Gupta, curate
a five-course vegetarian menu for six
guests at a time, taking them through
the flavours of Sichuan and its food
history. airmenus.in/houseofmala
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3/ MANZILAT’S

In a charming rooftop setting in Kolkata,
Manzilat Fatima, the great-great-granddaughter
of Awadh’s (present-day Lucknow) last

Nawab, Wajid Ali Shah, welcomes you to her
eponymous restaurant. With exquisite Awadhi
warmth, she takes her guests on a royal
culinary journey, narrating how time and diverse
influences have shaped these recipes. Fatima
hosts gatherings of 10-25 guests through pre-
orders; she shares the tale of how this cuisine
travelled from Awadh to West Bengal, finding

a new home in Metiabruz after the Nawab’s
dethronement. manzilatfatima.com
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2/ GORMEI

Now in India, Gormei presents

a captivating blend of surprise
venues, thematic menus, and
intimate conversations among

a select group of like-minded
diners. Each gathering is hosted
at homes—across the country—
that exude a unique character.
The Odisha Table by Chef Rachit
Keertiman, a standout among
Gormei’s offerings, reimagines
Odisha’s rich culinary heritage in
a contemporary light. Through
their curated Odia menus and
lesser-known stories, founder
Argha Sen and his chefs unveil
hidden culinary treasures, usually
reserved for native communities.
gormeitravel.com/ouat
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4/ TRIBAL GOURMET

Tribal Gourmet is a delightful blend of traditional
North-East Indian cuisine with gourmet flair. Led
by Tanisha Phanbuh, a MasterChef India Season 6
participant, this pop-up venture across Delhi NCR
adapts North-Eastern dishes for a wider audience.
With ever-evolving menus tailored to the host
venue, Tanisha offers a detailed exploration of
lesser-known food, ingredients, culture, and identity.
Through her culinary expertise, she brings out the
authentic essence of each dish, making the cuisine
approachable. tanishaphanbuh.com/tribal-gourmet

5/ BENGALURU
OOTA COMPANY

Nestled within a quaint, sunlit
home in Bengaluru featuring
vibrant yellow exteriors, the
entrance greets you with a rangoli,
a red door, and a beckoning bell.
Bengaluru Oota Company emerges
from a profound affection for
Karnataka’s rich culinary heritage.
Founders Divya Prabhakar and
Sheel Goyal offer an intimate
encounter at elegantly-set tables.
Here, guests partake in an ‘oota’
(meal), carefully curated for those
seeking to savour Kannadiga
culture through its food. Diners
must book a day in advance.
bengaluruootacompany.com
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A REGAL AFFAIR

Discovering the palatial charm of the Royal Heritage Haveli
in Jaipur, Rajasthan—a character-packed haven, where
history whispers and luxury echoes

words by Sayanti Halder
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Allimages courtesy: Royal Heritage Haveli, Jaipur
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GETTING THERE

Air India flies
to Jaipur from
Mumbai.
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TOP TO BOTTOM
Retire like royalty to
suites adorned with
vibrant frescoes
and hand-painted
ceilings that unfurl
like a blanket of
stars; Escape to
serenity amidst
frangipani trees at
the tranquil spa,
where world-
inspired treatments
rejuvenate the soul.

During my recent escape to

Jaipur, | got the opportunity
to immerse myself in the
grandeur of the Royal
Heritage Haveli (RHH) in
Khatipura. Tucked away in
the heart of India’s bustling
Pink City, this architectural
marvel stands as a living
testament to the regal
history of the Rajputs. As |
stepped through its doors,

| couldn’t help but feel

like I had entered a time
capsule, where the Rajputana
elegance seamlessly blended
with modern-day luxury.
Built by Sawai Madho Singh
Jiin the 18% century and
owned by Maharaj Jai Singh,
the haveli was restored by
the latter’s niece Kawarani
Angelique and her husband
Kr. Pradip into a boutique
hotel. Today, it is run by

the couple along with their
daughter Shambhavi Singh,
Director at RHH, also a
connoisseur of hospitality
and an avid baker.

SUITE RETREAT

| stayed at one of the
Heritage Premium Suites
and the 650sq ft of space felt
like my own private palace.
The hand-painted frescoes
and distinct colour palettes
transported me to a bygone

era, while the openness

and natural light added a
contemporary touch to the
room’s design. | marvelled at
the attention to detail—a true
reflection of the haveli's rich
heritage. Each room, which
once belonged to a royal
family member, is uniquely
coloured, ranging from baby
pink and emerald green to
midnight blue. My stay in a
muted gold room, further
made vivid by sunlight, was
a truly immersive experience.
For those seeking an even
more opulent stay, the
Signature Suite Rooms with
in-room dining facility and
private terraces will feel like
a royal abode.

CULINARY DELIGHTS
Apart from excelling in
classic and traditional dishes
like ker sangri, laal maas,
gatte ki sabzi, and dal baati
churma, the hotel also serves
lost recipes of Khatipura. At
the Buddha Terrace private
dining area, Shambhavi
guided us through cooking
traditions, family history, and
amusing anecdotes as we
enjoyed kebabs paired with
some great wines. Simmering
on open fire, the aroma of
narangi maas filled the air.
After savouring Chef Prithvi



Discover the Art of'-"' .

Luxury Outdoor Living with Loom Cfaf" ’
~ India’s Finest Outdoor Furnltl.?f re

|

www.loomcrafts.com | info@loomcrafts.com | 8448440556
DELHI -« MUMBAI « BENGALURU  HYDERABAD « PUNE « LUCKNOW -« JAIPUR « BHUBANESWAR  NASHIK - DEHRADUN « COIMBATORE



Oli’s innovative creations

and traditional classics
around the bonfire, | retired
early, eager to explore more
gastronomic marvels that the
property had to offer.

My next day began with
coffee and freshly-baked
croissants—a must-try! The
alfresco dining courtyard,
Kigelia Court, under a
200-year-old ‘kigelia’ tree
bearing a rare South African
wild fruit, served a hearty
English breakfast. The serene
ambience allowed me to
appreciate the lush Khatipura
Bagh. Lunch brought a
refreshing grapefruit salad,
aubergine parmigiana, and
perfectly-grilled fish. Make
sure to enjoy a meal at the
frescoed dining room.

WELLNESS HAVEN
Next on my agenda was
some much-needed TLC
at the Frangipani Spa that
offers opulent wellness
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treatments with Lapis Lazuli
stone inlay at the entrance. A
consultation with an in-house
Ayurvedic doctor led to a
personalised treatment. The
sweet masseuse, Sangeetha,
took excellent care of me
and | drifted into a peaceful
catnap. The sandstone pool,
surrounded by frangipani
trees and bathed in the light
of a balmy sun, provided
the perfect end to the
relaxing session.

The Royal Heritage
Haveli is a thoughtful
blend of history, luxury,
and warmth. The limited
number of suites ensure a
personalised experience and
the commitment to organic
produce grown on-site add
an ethical touch. For those
seeking a serene and luxe
vacation, this haveli-turned-
hotel offers an unforgettable
stay, where every moment
feels like a brushstroke from
the Rajputana palette.

How to reach?

Merely 5km west

of the city centre,

the hotel is 30 mins
away from the Jaipur
International Airport.
Delhi’s Indira Gandhi
International Airport
is a smooth five-hour
drive away.

TOP TO BOTTOM

The hotel has
preserved the
authentic framework
of the original haveli,
allowing its guests to
experience a journey
through history;
Escape to serenity by
the pool, resting in a
calm corner, embraced
by marble, sandstone,
and an unmatched
tranquil atmosphere.

WORTH
GETTING
OUT OF
BED FOR

FLAVOURFUL CHOICES

Bajra Raab
(Millet Soup)

A traditional comfort
food, made with pearl
millet flour, ghee,

and jaggery

Mangodi Papad
Sun-dried and fried lentil
dumplings (mangodi)
cooked with spiced
papad in a luscious,
smooth gravy

Narangi Maas

The family's secret
recipe from Madhya
Pradesh, blending
mutton and orange juice

Lehsuni Palak

A flavourful dish
combining spinach
greens with lots of garlic
tossed in ghee

Laapsi

A sweet dish made using
broken wheat and ghee
with milk and dried fruits

RETAIL TREASURES

Johari Bazaar
Traditional clothes,
furniture, and
handlooms
Gulabchand Prints

Hand block-printed
cotton fabrics and sarees

The Gem Palace

Handcrafted jewellery
and gemstones
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ISLAND
DREAMS

From morning hikes and
nightlife to the legendary Thai
gastronomy and hospitality—

Phuket has something for
each kind of traveller

words by Shibani Bawa

®© 7:30AM

Connect with Nature
Q Sirinat National Park

Spend your morning in
the lush environs of this
protected park that has
several beaches and a
13-km-long coastline
along the Andaman Sea.
Sirinat National Park is
abundant with unique
flora and fauna, owing
to a range of ecosystems
including mangroves,
coral reefs, and beaches.
It's a great place for
birding, hiking, or simply
enjoying some restorative
forest therapy. If you're
lucky, you can spot
nesting turtles.
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The vibrant lanes
of Phuket Old
Town are perfect
for idle strolls

® 10:00AM
Rest and Rejuvenate
©Q Anantara Spa

Book yourself a
hyperlocal massage
overlooking a lagoon
filled with blooming
lotuses. The signature
‘nuad kala’ is a traditional
Thai massage and heat
treatment, in which warm
kalas or coconut shells
are used to relieve tense
muscles. Performed using
virgin coconut oil, this
soothing therapy boosts
circulation and reduces
water retention.

® 12:00PM

Cook Like a Local

© SALA Phuket Mai Khao
Beach Resort

If you love Thai food,

a farm-to-fork cooking
class is the best gift

you can give yourself.
Literally meaning ‘kitchen
in the garden’, Khrua Nai
Suan starts with plucking
fresh ingredients from
the garden and learning
to cook dishes of your
choice from a local chef.
Once you've learnt the art
of balancing spicy, sweet,
sour, and salty flavours in
the authentic Thai style,
indulge in the delicacies
prepared over a lunch.

® 3:00PM
Stroll and Shop
Q Phuket Old Town

We highly recommend
a trip to Phuket Old
Town to soak in the
vibrant blend of Chinese
and European styles

of architecture. While
the colourful row

of traditional Sino-
Portuguese buildings
form a picturesque
backdrop, this quaint
part of the island is also
a great place to shop
for beautiful souvenirs,
quirky jewellery, and
cotton apparel.

Shutterstock
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® 5:00PM
Take a Coffee Break
Q Aung Ku Café

Located in the heart of
Phuket Old Town is this
highly-Instagrammable
café and home-style
bakery—the perfect stop
for a cuppa. Thronging
with teenyboppers
striking a pose against
the pink flower-covered
wall, Aung Ku seems to
enjoy spring all through
the year. Inside is a heady
aroma of fresh coffee and
cutesy décor. Check with
the smiling staff for the
day’s special—it’'ll most
likely be served fresh
from the oven.
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TOP TO BOTTOM
of Phuket brims
Anantara Spa is
the perfect spot

with a traditional

The island city
with pristine
natural beauty;
to rejuvenate

Thai massage.

® 6:00PM

Soak in the Sunset
©Q Khao Rang

For a sweeping view of
the Phuket town and the
sea beyond, make your
way to the hilltop at Khao
Rang. Be sure to get
there before the sun sets
to catch the changing
hues of the evening

sky. Stop by the giant,
golden-hued statue of
Lord Buddha of Wat Khao
Rang on your way down.

® 7:30PM
Indulge in Royal
Thai Cuisine

O Blue Elephant

After an eventful day,
settle down for a fine
meal new and ancient
Phuketian flavours. Start
at the chic Blue Bar with
a locally-inspired drink
like a Lemongrass Martini
or Mango Passion.

Set inside a gorgeous
palace that was once the
governor’s mansion, Blue
Elephant is an award-
winning restaurant. Here,
enjoy Thai fare like Lamb
Massaman Curry and
innovative dishes like the
Salmon Chuchee.

GETTING THERE
Air India flies
non-stop to
Phuket from
Delhi.

WHERE TO STAY

1/ Located just 15 minutes
from Phuket International
Airport, Anantara Mai
Khao Phuket Villas is a
luxe beach-front resort set
around a tranquil lagoon.

2/ JW Marriott Phuket
Resort & Spa is a lavish hotel
with 11 restaurants and

bars alongside multiple
outdoor pools.

3/ Banyan Tree Phuket offers
all-pool villas surrounded by
lush greenery.

®© 10:30PM
Dance the Night Away

© Ka Jok See

If you want to experience
the iconic nightlife

of Phuket, head to

this vibrant hotpot. A
restaurant in the early
evening, it transforms
into part cabaret, part
nightclub in the later
hours, as the tables are
cleared up to make space
for live performances.

As you shake a leg to
the latest hits, keep an
eye out for some celeb-
spotting too.

Sutterstock; Anantara
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©® MADAM G

Why: The recently-opened restaurant offers regional
fare from Indian states. The décor’s rich notes of
copper and gold with hints of eclectic desi elements
lend a cosmopolitan vibe. Where: Altitude-The
Business Park, Kolkata Recommended: Alleppey Fish
Curry, Chena Pora Cheesecake

® SAN GIMIGNANO

Why: To immerse in the flavours of Tuscany through
an all-new menu! Embark on a gastronomic journey
of Italian fare by Chef Philippe Agnese at the new
pergola-style terrace here. Where: The Imperial,
New Delhi Recommended: Lamb Truffle Pappardelle,
Butternut Safran Risotto
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ALL IN
VOGUE

The latest launches,
openings, and must-haves
from across the country

A TIMELESS
CLASSIC

NEW KID ON
THE BLOCK

There is nothing more
traditional than a Pashmina
shawl to keep you warm
during winter. Visit KCS
Kashmir Shawl Emporium
in Janpath, New Delhi, for
some fashionable choices.

From toys and plushies

to games and children
accessories—the US toy
giant Toys “R” Us’ flagship
store in Mumbai promises
a treat like no other. Its
five floors are filled with
pure fun.

Allimages courtesy of the respective brands
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WALKING
ON WATER

Embark on some of India’'s most enchanting boat safaris

words by Chandreyi Bandyopadhyay

GETTING THERE

Air India flies to
Kolkata from all
major cities. The
best way to get to
the Sundarbans
is by car from
the airport.
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'1,40,000 hectares and split
between India and Bangladesh.
A journey on a boat will reveal
a complex network of tidal
channels, mudflats, and small

islands, offering a highly desirable

chance to meet the royal Bengal
tiger. Unbeknownst to you, the
big cat and saltwater crocodiles
inhabit the surroundings, while
approximately 260 bird species
intermittently declare their
presence with vibrant songs

or chirps.

O KARNATAKA

KABINI RIVER

Traversing about 240km from its
origin in Kerala, the Kabini river
culminates at a forested dam,
forming a pristine backwater
within the Antharasanthe range
of Nagarahole National Park

in Karnataka. Teeming with
wildlife, the banks are lined with
spotted deer, Gaur or the Indian
bison, leopards, and Asiatic
elephants. Ever so often, a tiger
makes a majestic appearence

to regale visitors. A boat safari
or a coracle ride elevates the
senses, as the eyes search for
signs of life. Wildlife enthusiasts
will find Kabini quite attractive
for its unique landscape and
avian presence.

GETTING THERE

Air India flies
to Bengaluru
from Delhi,
Mumbai, Chennai,
Hyderabad,
Singapore,
Male, and San
Francisco. The
Nagarahole
National Park is
an approximate
4.5-hour drive
from the airport.

january 2024 67



the places truly india

GETTING THERE

Air India flies to Indore from Delhi and Mumbai.
The best way to get to the National Chambal

Sanctuary is by car, from either airport.
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© RAJASTHAN, MADHYA PRADESH,
AND UTTAR PRADESH

NATIONAL CHAMBAL SANCTUARY

A tri-state protected area in India, the National
Chambal Sanctuary safeguards the gharial and
Ganges river dolphin (both critically endangered),
and the red-crowned roof turtle along the 400km
(approximately) stretch of the Chambal river.
Situated near the tri-point of Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, and Uttar Pradesh, the sanctuary is
home to more than 320 resident and migrant
birds. Accessible from all directions, a boat safari
offers birdwatching opportunities and peaceful
encounters with basking gharials. Winter months
are optimal for visits, but the region sees early
migration from October, welcoming aves from far
and wide. The sanctuary’s unique charm lies in
its combination of diverse wildlife and the river’s
rugged beauty.

Gettylmages; Shutterstock
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© MADHYA PRADESH [ @ ]
SATPURA NATIONAL PARK >

The Park derives its name from the GETTING THERE
encircling seven-tip mountain range. Air India flies
The Denwa river, a distributary non-stop to

Bhopal from Delhi

of the Narmada, winds through, EndiMumban
delineating the core from the buffer The Satpura
zone until it meets the Tawa river. National Park is an
P : approximate 2.5-
Embraced by ancient, dry deciduous hour e can it
forests, a boat safari immerses from the airport.

visitors in the area’s rich biodiversity,
including riverside grasslands. While
spotting sambar or spotted deer is
common, the banks are also favoured
resting spots for big cats. The forest
department offers hour-long shared
boat rides, while private lodges \ |
provide private boats for guests.
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© KERALA

PERIYAR RIVER

Periyar, the lengthiest river in Kerala, stands as one of the rare perennial waterways supplying numerous towns
with drinking water. There is a tourist hub in Thekkady that orchestrates two-hour boat journeys across the
artificial lake adjacent to the Periyar Tiger Reserve. Elephants and deer often grace the lake's vicinity. Along

the grassy shores, herds of Indian bison (gaur), sambar, and wild boars might catch your eye. Avian diversity,

including darters, egrets, and kingfishers, perch on protruding stumps of tree trunks. A boat excursion elevates
the chance to witness the lively antics of the smooth-coated otter.

GETTING THERE

Air India flies to
Kochi from Delhi,
Mumbai, Dubai,
and Doha, and
to Madurai from
Chennai. Thekkady
is an approximate
4.5-hour drive from
the Kochi airport.
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[F SUCCESS IS YOUR GOAL

WE CAN HELP

4 DAYS
Hi-Impact Leadership T
Blue Print for Success i

Grow by creating a culture of trust and E
acountability O[5 2

Build powerful teams that go extra mile

Learn the art of problem-solving and decision
making

Inspire, influence and get results
Communicate with clarity and confidence
Turn setbacks into comebacks

Upon Completion participants shall walk away
with a 41 day action plan in order to Lead
successfully, Communicate effectively, Manage
professionally based on Values & Ethics.

Public Speaking &
Presentation SKkills

Master Platform Skills

Gain confidence to face any audience

Overcome stage fright

Develop your natural speaking style
Speak with Power, Poise & Pizzazz
Learn the secrets of some of the most
powerful speakers in the world

Upon Completion participants shall be able to
make Powerful Speeches and Presentations.

Gain & Retain
Customers

Overcome resistance, build trust and
close more sales

Turn ‘NOs’ into ‘YESes’

Increase Sales by identifying buying
motives and selling opportunities
Distinguish between transactional selling
and relationship selling

Learn the DO’s and DON’Ts of professional
selling

Upon Completion participants shall be able to
overcome resistance, Build Trust and Close
More Sales.

Educator-Business Consultant & International Bestselling Author of
9 Million Copies Sold including “You Can Win” In 21 languages

Corporate advantage

» *Early Bird Benefit: For investments received 10 days prior to program dates
* Enroll 5 participants and get the 6th complimentary

 All programs will be in English

PROGRAM SCHEDULE 2024
HI-IMPACT PUBLIC SPEAKING &  {GAIN & RETAIN
LEADERSHIP PRESENTATION SKILLS ; CUSTOMERS

7th-10th March’24 12th-14th March'24 15th-17th March'24

Venvue : Radisson Blu Plaza, Mahipalpur, New Delhi

Over 100,000 people have benefitted from the programs
in over 21 countries

For details and enrollments, please contact:
Phone : +91 11 47200200, +91 98110 39945
Email : shivkhera@shivkhera.com ;

Website : www.shivkhera.com

“Personalized Program-
Limited Participation”
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ettled since ancient
Roman times,

three neighbouring
towns—Buda, Pest,

and Obuda—were
merged into Budapest in the 1870s, making it the
bustling metropolis it is today. One of the many
capitals crossed by the Danube river, the city is
downstream of Vienna and Bratislava but upstream
of Belgrade—a mix of many traditions and cultures.

This variety becomes evident before | land: the
medieval Buda Castle by the River is enclosed
by a mix of 1800s-style city architecture and
Soviet-age apartment block buildings. Some of the
bridges crossing the Danube are traditional, others
glaringly modern. In the following days, | am about
to experience Budapest like a local, discovering that
behind the picturesque facade is a city with a vivid
cultural life and a true 21t-century vibe.

One of the things both tourists and foreigners
love about Budapest is its public transportation.
There’s a direct bus line between the airport and
the city centre, and after | check in to my hotel, none
of the landmarks or neighbourhoods | am about
to visit are beyond a few stops away with public
transport. The more adventurous types also have
abundant options as Budapest has widespread
bike-, scooter-, and car-sharing services.

The city consists of two distinct parts separated
by the Danube—the hilly Buda with its historic
castle and residential quarters, and the flat Pest,
where life happens. | take a short bus ride across
the busy Elisabeth Bridge (named after the
Austro-Hungarian Monarchy’s empress, Sissi,
who remains popular among Hungarians over a
century after her death) to Gellért Hill's Garden
of Philosophers. The hill may be better known for
its Citadella fortress, overlooking the city with the
monumental Liberty Statue, but the garden has a
more lighthearted atmosphere.

The park offers a stunning bird’s-eye view of
Budapest. When | am finished with exploring the

76 AIRINDIA




Best time to visit

Hungary has a continental climate
with hot, dry summers and cold winters.
So, the best times to visit Budapest

are late spring and early autumn
months. Although rain is always a risk,
we recommend you schedule your trip in
April, May or September.

CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT
Dohdany Street Synagogue is the world’s second-
largest synagogue; Explore the Buda Hills by
taking a chairlift ride; Sculptures adorning the
Garden of Philosophers in Gellért Hill; Kayak in
the calm waters along the Roman Beach; The
bathhouse Veli Bej was built during the

Turkish era.
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT
Interiors of the House of Music;
The imposing facade of the
House of Music in the Vérosliget
city park; Enjoy live music along
with traditional Hungarian
cuisine at Spinoza Restaurant

[T 'M i i

i1k

city from a distance, | pay tribute to some of the
greatest thinkers of humankind, who promoted “a
better understanding of one another”, including
Lao Tzu, Lord Buddha, Bodhidharma, and Mahatma
Gandhi, whose bronze and granite sculptures adorn
the park. As the day progresses, locals gather here
for picnics, yoga sessions or long strolls. And it
is well worth following their footsteps. | take the
Gellért Hill path, a roughly 40-minute walk that
leads me atop the cliff of the hill with breathtaking
views of the River and the lively Pest side. While
it might look dizzying, the walk is completely safe,
even for dogs and children, and is open year-round.
Next, | take the funicular from the Buda end
of the Széchenyi Chain Bridge, Budapest’s first
permanent bridge over the Danube, to discover
the Castle district. The narrow streets of Buda’s
historic centre are bustling with history. Most of the
buildings are of medieval, baroque or neoclassical
styles. The Royal Palace (Budai var, popularly

Clockwise from left: Image courtesy of Szaletly; Shutterstock;

image courtesy of Spinoza Restaurant
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TOP
HOTELS
TO STAY

Hotel Clark

Budapest
Located by the

known as Buda Castle) that housed royalties from
the late Middle Ages to the early 20t century is
now home to the Hungarian National Gallery.

The gallery is the largest and ever-increasing
public collection of Hungarian fine arts spanning
over many centuries. Its permanent and temporary
exhibitions offer a unique view into various aspects
of Hungarian arts and its special spot on the
international scene. | take the English-language
guided tour of selected masterpieces that covers a
great historical timeline and includes Gothic winged
altarpieces as well as works by Claude Monet, Paul
Cézanne, and Hungarian masters Pal Szinyei Merse,
Bertalan Székely, and Mihaly Munkacsy.

The skyline of the other side of the River is
dominated by the Parliament’s vast building. Some
Hungarians love it, others think it's oversized, and
largely reflects more the ambitions than the actual
size and importance of the country.

Much more subtle and much less presumptuous
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picturesque Széchenyi
Chain Bridge, this is

a recently-opened,
exclusive, and luxurious
property.

Four Seasons

Budapest

The lush Gresham
Palace, a quintessential
Hungarian art nouveau
building, hosts the hotel;
a favoutite among most
superstars.

The Ritz-Carlton,

Budapest

The building on

Dedk Ferenc square
was an architectural
breakthrough in the
1910s. It reopened as a
luxury hotel in 1997.

are the Shoes on the Danube Bank, the
Holocaust Memorial only a couple of steps
away from the Parliament. In Budapest's cultural
diversity, few communities contributed more like the
Hungarian Jews, who were an integral part of the
city. Their contributions to the culture are marked by
a plethora of artists, including Hollywood pioneers,
scientists, and Nobel laureates.

While the Jews lived in Hungary relatively
undisturbed until the early 20t century, a surge
in national radicalism throughout the 1930s and
1940s led to the unthinkable. During WWII, a vast
majority of Hungarian Jewry were deported to Nazi
camps. The Shoes on the Danube Bank, which was
selected as the world’s second-best public statue
in 2016, commemorates around 20,000 Jews who
were massacred at the shore in 1944-45 and to the
5,65,000 or so who perished during the time that is
considered the darkest of Hungarian history.

The imposing
facade of the
House of Music
in the Varosliget

After the Soviet regime was overthrown in city park

Shutterstock
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LEFT

TO RIGHT

A trail of iron
footwear stands
as a monument
to the ones
massacred during
WW!I along the
Shoes on the
Danube Bank
promenade;

The Hungarian
National Gallery
is the largest
public collection
of local fine arts.
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1989, many young people, rediscovered their roots
and identities. And the heritage is plain to see
everywhere | look. Just a short walk from the city
centre’s busy Dedk Ferenc square and Ecseri Flea
Market (famous for vintage goods, antiques, and
unique finds) is Budapest's magnificent Dohany
Street Synagogue. Europe’s largest and the
world’s second-biggest synagogue. It does not
astonish solely with its proportions. Built in Moorish
style in the 1850s, the building features exquisite
details both on the outside and in. As | take one of
the guided tours, | marvel at the rare rose windows,
lavish gold leaf detailing, and carved wood features
in its sanctuary. The synagogue that once saw Franz
Liszt and Camille Saint-Saéns perform on its 5,000-
pipe organ, hosts classical and jazz performances
to this day, although one needs to book the tickets
well in advance because most concerts are sold out.

With its rich tradition of folk music, world-
renowned composers like Franz Liszt or Béla
Bartdk, and first-class performers on the jazz scene,
Budapest is also a city of music.

| take the “Kisfoldalatti”, Budapest’s cute, yellow
first underground metro line, to visit the House of
Music. The building is noteworthy in and of itself.
Standing in Varosliget, a city park constructed in
the late 19t century, Japanese star-architect Suo

Fujimoto’s long listed building by Dezeen Awards
in 2022 takes contrast to its extreme. House of
Music is both a museum and a cultural centre

with an indoor and an open-air stage. Its concerts
feature many of the A-listers of the Hungarian

and international music scene. Best of all, outdoor
concerts throughout the summer months are

free. After visiting its exhibitions and touring the
building, | find myself on the upstairs terrace
overlooking century-old trees, and the joggers and
dog-walkers, who enjoy the park’s sanctuary amidst
a busy city environment.

No trip to Budapest can be complete without
chilling out in one of the city’s multiple thermal
baths that are home to numerous hot springs. This
time, | decide to take the road less travelled and
instead of the hugely popular, thus, often crowded
Széchenyi, Rudas or Lukdcs baths, | choose Veli Bej,
a true hidden gem visited mostly by locals.

Close to the Margaret Bridge on the Buda side,
it is not only one of the oldest but also the most
beautiful Turkish bath in Budapest, remaining from
the times when Hungary was under the occupation
of the Ottoman Empire in the 16 century. The Buda
Castle was held by the Ottomans for 150 years
and their greatest heritage, are beyond doubt, the

Gettylmages; Shutterstock

hammams they left behind.
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Padma Shri Ram Bahadur Rai

Chancellor,
SGT University

Prof. Rajat M. Nag

Former MD
Asian Development Bank;
ASIA, SGT University

Prof. Najeeb Jung

Retd. IAS, former Vice Chancellor
Jamia Millia Islamia,
former Lt. Governor of Delhi
and scholar of Urdu poet Ghalib;
ASIA, SGT University
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Prof. Dinesh Singh Prof. Indu Bhushan

Renowned Mathematician, Distingushed Economist,
Former Vice Chancellor, DU; First CEO of
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Former Managing Director, "In Top 2% of Scientists Worldwide"
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Research Infrastructure
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The central area of the bath is surrounded by
four smaller, domed buildings with thermal pools
of different temperatures. While the environment
of the bath has been restored to its original design
during its recent renovation, the spa features all
necessary components of a modern wellness
facility. With two steam chambers, a jacuzzi, various
saunas, massage showers, and a Kneipp walk pool,
Veli Bej is the perfect place to lay back and relax
after a day or two of exhausting sightseeing.

One of the main ingredients of a Budapest visit
is inevitably water and the River plays a dominant
role. Booking a boat tour on the Danube is always
a great idea but | want the inside scoop and to
experience the river at its best as a real local. Which
is why, instead of a boat, | am taking the local HEV
train and travelling about 20 minutes to arrive at
Roman Beach. The riverside beach, which stretches
about 5km on the Buda side, was once a camp of
the ancient Roman army. Two millennia later, it is
the favourite place of Budapesters to hang out,
dine or party. The riverside promenade is scattered
with bars and restaurants. | settle for a drink at the
Fellini Culture Pub, lounging in a sun chair, while
watching children go wild in the water and some
future Olympians row upstream in their kayaks.

Tasting all the flavours of Budapest is no easy
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feat, given the plethora of cultural and culinary
influences the city blends. What is now known as
Hungarian cuisine is a mixture of Turkish, Austrian,
Yiddish (East European Jewish), and Slavic culinary
traditions revamped for the affordable ingredients
simple people used to have available at hand.

With that said, Budapest is home to 29 Michelin-
star restaurants and plenty of premium dining
options to choose from. At lunchtime, | decide to
steer clear of the city centre and head towards
a recently-opened restaurant Szaletly that puts
a contemporary twist on traditional Hungarian
food. As a vegetarian, | choose the mushroom
and potato dumplings served with spinach pesto
and porcini mousse, nicknamed Forest Treasures.
Sitting at the turn of the century milieu, | realise
how real treasures in life are almost always deeply
rooted in traditions and applied according to the
requirements of the modern age.

For dinner, however, | go for a more traditional
option. As | relish my cholent (slow-cooked stew)
at Spinoza Restaurant back in the heart of the
city, enjoying live piano music, | tip my hat to all
the communities and cultures that contributed to
the surreal experience that | got to indulge in
these past few days. The experience that is
called Budapest.

GETTING
THERE

Air India
flies non-
stop to
Vienna from
Delhi. From
Vienna,
guests
can avail
one-ticket,
multi-
modal
journey to
Budapest
with our
intermodal
Interline
Partner
OBB
Austraian
Railways
(courtesy
AccesRail).

Ecseri Flea Market
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www.vastukalp.com

POWERFUL VASTU CORRECTIONS
WITHOUT ANY DEMOLITION

FOR INDUSTRIES, OFFICES & HOUSES

Internationally Renowned Vastu Expert Vimal Jhajharia, along with his son Vikas Jhajharia, has created a revolution in
the field of Vastu Shastra.Their expertise in providing ‘Vastu Remedies without Demolition’ has earned them the
faith and praise of millions of people in more than 40 countries across the globe.

Vimal Jhajharia and Vikas Jhajharia (MBA from Australia) have delivered many lectures, conducted workshops,
seminars and have widely travelled and provided consultancy on major projects already in operation without any
changes or modifications. They are currently providing consultancy in the USA, UK, Australia, Canada, China,
Hong Kong, Singapore, Thailand, South Africa, UAE, and South America, among others.

Both of them have been felicitated several times for their outstanding knowledge on Vastu & have also won several
awards of national and international repute.

i

Awarded by Kangana Ranaut
“the most Influential Vastu Expert “Times lcon in Thailand

Awarded TIMES OF INDIA

Awarded in Dubai

under 50 yrs” of the year 2017 “The Best International Vastu Guru”
What exactly is your famous Vastu Shankha Yantra and how cost

effective is it?

Based on the principles of Vastu, the Vastu Shankha Yantra is an original conch shell used to potentially rectify
any kind of land, Vastu or energy defects without making any modifications. It can potentially save a lot of time &
money as it is used to create positive energy in places having major Vastu defects without changing the
looks and beauty of the place.

Vastu is protection against
unforeseen circumstances.
It is used to increase
personal energy in health,
wealth and relationships
of a person

Vimal Jhajharia along with his
son Vikas Jhajharia

Advertorial

Does the Vastu Shankha Yantra
really work for prosperity in
factories and industries?

Yes, we have a big list of successful
clients including businessmen, entre-
preneurs, doctors, scientists, profes-
sionals, architects, interior designers, ete
giving testimonials on our wesite.

Endorsing the Vastu Shanka Yantra is
industrialist Sushil from New Delhi. He
says, "My son and | are running a factory
but were not getting the desired results.
We came to know about Vimalji and
Vikasji through one of their articles in
inflight magazines. Upon showing them
the factory, we immediately realised our
north was blocked and all the heavy
machinery was placed along the north
wall. We then got the Vastu Shankha
yantras placed at certain places on
Jhajharia ji's recommendation. Now,
every new factory of ours is made under
their able guidance and we also
recomend them to all our friends and
relatives”

Can Vastu Shankha Yantra also help

in selling a property?

Yes, we do a lot of Vastu correction for
builders and developers and also individ-
uals whose properties have been stuck
fora long time and which are not get-
ting sold because of some or the other
Vastu defect. Vouching for success is
Satish from Bangalore who was trying to

When we saw the property, we saw it
had multiple corners & it was not a
proper rectangle or asquare. We then
positively charged this property by plac-
ing our Vastu Shankha Yantras in various
corners to help correct the magnetic
field of the property and hence creating
positive energy in the atmosphere.

DO YOU KNOW?

¢ Mr. Vikas Jhajharia, is a
3 Generation Vastu Expert

® Mr. Vikas Jhajharia is an MBA
from Australia

¢ Vastukalp has been doing Vastu
corrections since 40+ years

» Vastukalp provides consultancy
globally in all
5 Continents {125+ countries)

Book Your Appointments Now
Contact Mr. Vikas Jhajharia on

@ +91 9839704470
+91 7388578811
+91 6393744022

(@ Vastukalp_vikasjhajharia
§ www.facebook.com/Vastukalp
i www.vastukalp.com

B4 jhajhariavikas@hotmail.com




UNLOCK EXCLUSIVE
MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

Discover the world of 'Flying Returns' partners

Air India is on a historic transformation
journey as is its reward programme
‘Flying Returns’. Air India’s Flying Returns
programme is evolving and it's partner
network is growing. The programme
ensures that you get a 360-degree travel
experience by being there at every stage
of your journey.

Air India’s extensive partner network
creates a comprehensive travel experience
that not only meets your needs but also
rewards you with Flying Returns points.

A glimpse of our growing
partner network

Indulge, relax, and get

Splurge during your trips AL te., pampered with
with our banking partners ) . .
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Get international travel
visa services with
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Book and fly with us and our
25 Star Alliance Partners
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Earn #UnmatchedRewards and make your travel
experience seamless with Flying Returns Partners
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'I_-Ii Scan this code and become a
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Watch this space for more news in the future.
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your air india milestones

Vihaan Al

DAWN OF A NEW ERA

WORLD CLASS /DIGITAL JINDIAN j

CHARTING A
HIGHER COURSE

“THE FIRST SIXMONTHS OF OUR

JOURNEY HAS ENGAGED AND UNITED

AIR INDIANS BEHIND A COMMON CAUSE,

AND MADE GREAT STRIDES IN TACKLING
MANY ISSUES THAT HAD BUILT UP OVER

THE YEARS. WE HAVE ALSO COME A LONG
WAY IN ESTABLISHING OUR FOUNDATIONS.
OUR RECORD-SETTING AIRCRAFT ORDER,
THE COMMITMENT OF US$400 MILLION

FOR REFURBISHING EXISTING WIDE-BODY
AIRCRAFT,INVESTMENT OF US$200 MILLION
INNEW IT, AND THE RECRUITMENT OF
THOUSANDS OF STAFF ARE BUT AFEW OF THE
SIGNIFICANT INVESTMENTS BEING MADE TO
RESTORE AIR INDIA TO THE UPPER ECHELONS
OF GLOBAL AVIATION. IN OUR TAKE-OFF
PHASE, WE WILL SEEINVESTMENTS BEAR
FRUIT. ALL AIRINDIANS ARE GRATEFUL TO
OUR PARTNERS AND SUPPORTERS AS WE
CONTINUE THIS JOURNEY.”

-MR.CAMPBELL WILSON
AIR INDIA CEO AND MD
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n 2022, Air India had launched its

five-year transformation programme,

Vihaan.Al, with a vision to become a

‘World-Class Global Airline with an
Indian Heart'. Vihaan means “Dawn of a New
Era” in Sanskrit and heralds a new beginning
for Air India and Indian aviation. After fixing
the basics in the initial Taxi phase, Air India
entered the Take-off phase in April 2023
looking to consolidate on the foundation laid
initially. In 2024, Air India is looking forward
to achieving new milestones and is optimistic
in transcending to even greater heights.

The mission is to become the absolute
best-in-class in customer service, technology,
product, reliability, and hospitality. Air India
CEO and MD, Mr. Campbell Wilson, along
with the senior management, unveiled the
Vihaan.Al plan with milestones focussing on
dramatically growing Air India’s network and
fleet, and developing a completely revamped
customer proposition. The transformation
roadmap is built around five key pillars—
exceptional customer experience, robust
operations, industry-best talent, industry
leadership, alongside commercial efficiency,
and profitability. The Take-off phase focusses
on building tools, systems, and capabilities
needed to support Air India’s future scale.

There is already a strong momentum as Air
India takes off in 2024. #ReadytoClimb



TRANSFORMATION
AGENDA

Phase 1: March 2023 Phase 2: April 2023 - March 2024 Phase 3: April 2024 - March 2027
TAXI %D TAKE-OFF =~ CLIMB )4
Fix the basics Build for excellence Scale and grow

THE JOURNEY SO FAR

e Placed record-setting order for 470 aircraft
e Successfully integrated AirAsia India into Air India Express
e Inducted Air India’s first A350-900
e Added 5 domestic and 11 international routes; inaugurated 5 new international stations
e Introduced new commercial tools and products, including new revenue management
e Deployed new global brand identities and aircraft liveries for Air India and Air India Express
e Revealed new uniforms for cabin and cockpit crew designed by Manish Malhotra
e Onboarded new service providers for catering, ground handling, and more
e Launched upgraded website and app, and the aviation industry’s first Generative Al chatbot
e Started Premium Economy on select routes
e Moved to new offices across the network; a new head office campus in Gurugram
e Established new facilities, including Operations Control Centre and Emergency Response Centre
e Architected a new IT infrastructure across various departments
e Successfully migrated entirely to the cloud to enhance digital infrastructure
e Welcomed 9,000+ new colleagues—1,000+ cockpit crew, 5,000+ cabin crew, and more
e Introduced a new organisation structure, new staff policies, and benefits
e Adopted TaxiBot operations, automated aircraft cleaning, and minimised single-use plastic usage
e Awarded ‘Asia-Pacific Overall Deal of the Year’ and ‘Best F&B in Central/ Southern Asia’

OUR 2027 ASPIRATIONS

() Scale To grow fleet size 3X and expand global network
@ Market share* Capture >30% of the domestic and international market
3 Brand identity Identify as a global airline with an Indian heart, driven by technology
@ Industry leadership Most technologically advanced, socially responsible, and innovative airline

@ Employee experience Become India’s most preferred employer in the travel industry

*Group airlines combined share
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Fresh-Air-India

90 ARINDIA

I'm an adaptable sort of fellow
always ready to address

NAIROBI

Hey! Been on a safari !

Seen the biggest elephant, Tree Tops, Born Free.

The longest serpent. Fought against seventy-nine lions.
Asked the hungriest crocodile for a piece for your shoes,
Seen a Bongo 7 Or a five-ton rhino!

You've seen nothing.

Nairobi is one of the wonders of the world

after the Taj Mahal of course.

And we don’t mean the hotel at Bombay either

even if it belongs to our Chairman.

Air-India not only flies you to Mairobi

but goes beyond—to Entebbe.

They have services that also stop at Aden and Addis Ababa.
There's yet another exotic spot touched by Air-India—Mauritius—
that little green emerald in the Indian Ocean,

Victoriana in the marrow alleys

of Bombay's Char B

Dea't miss the handpainted siga-boasd

“Cah 1oday-Crodit tomorraow

the most
unforgettable character
you'e ever mef!




THE
RENEWED
MAJESTY

Step into a new era as Air India
unveils the modern transformation
of The Maharaja

Bobby Kooka, The Maharaja has been the enduring
face of Air India. Sporting a distinctive handlebar
moustache and striped turban, he was not just an icon
on calendars and memorabilia but an integral part of
the airline’s identity for over seven decades. Symbolising
progress and accompanying the airline on its journey
into new routes, The Maharaja has become an immortal
emblem of Air India’s rich history.

In response to evolving times and the revamped
branding, The Maharaja has undergone his most
significant transformation yet. Embracing a new, dapper,
and youthful look, he now plays not only the lead role but
also a crucial supporting character. Serving as a heralder
of elevated experiences, he will appear across touchpoints
or in spirit within the framework of exclusive programmes.

In his refined appearance, The Maharaja dons a more
contemporary and chicer ensemble, incorporating hues
from Air India’s new brand colours. With a bejewelled
turban featuring a golden Kalgi, stylish juttis, textured
kurta, gold buttons, and cuff details in regal purple and
gold, accompanied by a unique gold pocket square, he
exudes modernity while preserving the iconic smile,
closed eyes, and folded hands.

Anticipate coming across the modern-day version of the
icon on your upcoming travels—a well-crafted fusion of
tradition and contemporaneity. Here's to new beginnings
and the timeless charm of a symbol reborn.

s ince its inception in 1946, crafted by the visionary
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your air india fleet

- T .

-

i

| MEMBER

01

A350-900
66.80m

14 04

A319 A321neo
33.84m 44.51m

A321 B777-200LR
44.50m 63.70m

33 27

A320neo B787-8
37.57m 56.72m

B777-300ER
73.9m

*Total fleet number as on 23 December 2023
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your air india routes
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your air india partners

WANDER

WORLDWIDE

Connect to 700+ destinations
around the globe through our Codeshare
and Interline partnerships

CODESHARE*

AirAsia India Air Mauritius
Croatia Airlines EgyptAir Ethiopian Airlines
LOT Polish Airlines Lufthansa

SriLankan Airlines SWISS

Asiana Airlines

Avianca

EVA Air
Singapore Airlines
TAP Air Portugal

INTERLINE

AccesRail Aegean Airlines Aeroflot
Aerolineas Argentinas Air Astana

Air Canada Air China Air Europa

Air Macau Air Malta Air New Zealand

Alaska Airlines

All Nippon Airways American Airlines

Air Seychelles Air Tanzania

Bangkok Airways Biman Bangladesh Airlines
Brussels Airlines Caribbean Airlines
China Airlines Condor
China Southern Airlines

ELAL Emirates
Finnair FLEXFLIGHT

Hainan Airlines

Copa Airlines
Etihad Airways
Gulf Air

Hong Kong Airlines

LATAM Airlines Brasil Madagascar Airlines

MIAT Mongolian Airlines Middle East Airlines
Myanmar Airways International Nepal Airlines
Philippine Airlines Qantas Qatar Airways

Royal Air Maroc

*Both Codeshare and Interline Partners
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Air Austral

Air France

Air Niugini
Avianca
Austrian Airlines
British Airways
Cathay Pacific

China Eastern Airlines

Delta Air Lines
Fiji Airways
Hahn Air
Iberia

Japan Airlines

Juneyao Airlines

Icelandair ITA Airways (formerly Alitalia)

JetBlue Jetstar JetStar Asia

Kam Air Kenya Airways KLM Royal Dutch Airlines
Korean Air Kuwait Airways LATAM Airlines

Malaysia Airlines

Oman Air
RwandAir

Royal Jordanian Royal Brunei Airlines Saudia

TRAVEL TO THE

GRAND

CANYON
WITH US

Dive into global ventures with a
tailored itinerary, designed with
our valued partners

D | & e
:l AlIR INDIA ) ,: stop to San
BLR \ J Franscusso,
. ,  U.S.A, with us

, . @ Fly non-stop to
Phoenix, Arizona,
U.S.A, with our
Interline Partner
United Airlines

i \ @ Take a shuttle
\ @ ,'I service or road trip
N ,~  from the airport

GRAND CANYON M £
NATIONAL PARK IR
ARIZONA, U.S.A

*DEL: Indira Gandhi International Airport (Delhi Airport),
New Delhi, Delhi; BOM: Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport, Mumbai, MH; BLR: Kempegowda
International Airport, Bengaluru, KA; *SFO: San Francisco
International Airport, San Francisco, CA; ¥*PHX: Phoenix Sky
Harbor International Airport, Phoenix, AZ.



® A GRAND
LANDING

Air India recently welcomed the first of its
20 Airbus A350-900 aircraft in the airline’s
bold new livery from the Airbus facility in
Toulouse, France, marking a turning point
in its ongoing transformation story. Air
India’s A350 will enter commercial service
this month, initially operating domestic
routes before charting international ones.
The aircraft comes in a three-class cabin
configuration with a total of 316 seats.

CLOCKWISE FROM
TOP LEFT

Air India CEO and
MD, Mr. Campbell
Wilson (third from
right) with crew
members in front
of the new A350-
900 aircraft; The
aircraft receiving
a water cannon
salute upon
landing in Delhi.

o
—FOG
CARE

NO MORE FOGGY WOES

Air India guests flying to and from Delhi IGI
Airport during winter will now be allowed

to reschedule or cancel their bookings at no
extra cost if their flights get affected by major
fog delays. This is part of its FogCare initiative
introduced last winter that offers proactive
assistance to affected passengers and lets
them reschedule or cancel their ticket as per
their convenience.

FOR COMFIER TRAVELS

Air India has appointed global hospitality design
firm Hirsch Bedner Associates to refurbish the
brand’s lounges at Terminal 3 of IGI Airport, Delhi,
and Terminal 4 of JFK Airport, New York. Aimed at
enhancing customer experience, these lounges will
reflect India’s cultural heritage with world-class
amenities embodying Air India’s new spirit—a
global airline with an Indian heart.
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your air india announcements

YOUR ATTENTION,

DIGIYATRA

AR A 5310 gRT 13 TRuieg— e,
TaTgrdt 3R et o forg Sisft amn ot gfaen
T AR o 7T | ESh A 8u
SIS eh GG ol ATHifhd e 3R &
TIROEY WR ey ofik sraRfgd amr o
YT |

The Ministry of Civil Aviation has
launched DigiYatra facilities at 13 Indian
airports, namely Delhi, Bengaluru,
Varanasi, Pune, Kolkata, Vijayawada,
Hyderabad, Ahmedabad, Mumbai,
Jaipur, Lucknow, Guwahati, and Cochin.
You can avail it and have a seamless and
hassle-free experience at these airports.
To avail the facility, you can download
the DigiYatra app and register on it.

MISSION LIFE
yafaRor & ufd SIPees Sfiae el @t sraam

98 ARINDIA

PLEASE

it fea # egagiRes uRadt &t dRd e &
forq, wem w5t oft g J1Y A e Arsth—
ATSHRISH Hhix GATIRAAC & o §, St et
RA & Aqed arelt 3fkaes S sicier &1 83y
g1 goft Tt-wie TerM AR T Gehed o, Y
Sl @l S, U T TReToT, TSt T givor ok
el & SeRd STUfRee fAueH|

Mission LiFE—Lifestyle for Environment
is an India-led global mass movement
launched by Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi for inducing
behavioural changes towards adopting
environmentally-conscious lifestyles.
Let us all pledge to take Pro-Planet
actions like saving energy, conserving
water, nurturing trees, and eco-friendly
waste disposal.

AIR SEVA

AR A #3rerd A fomm Sar wiéd at
ST foRa 8, Sit Eekfcred A9 Uidet iRk Aiamsa
QU & SRY g &1 9 AY G0 7

(=R) Tteret HifEar & a1y QRfda a1g o
SR AT g

(&) sifafrat ot ggran & forg, de Steg

(1) Sierer HifZan Rrerraa wfq, uRsama mee=
(er) Rt ergw IgH R 3R forgd 3g
Taidf STeRY 2Nt §

Yar Geeft frdt ik SeRRt & forg e
airsewa.gov.in TR JfT 37 & Tohd &

The Ministry of Civil Aviation has
upgraded its Air Sewa portal, which is
accessible through an interactive web
portal and a mobile app. The new
version includes:

a) Secure sign-up and log-in with
social media

b) Chat box for traveller’s support

c) Improved grievance management,
including social media grievance

d) Real-time flight status and detailed
flight schedule.

Air Sewa is available at
airsewa.gov.in.
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MY LOCAL EXPERIENCE

' I I Y O F With each visit to New York City, | encounter

fresh experiences, be it in SoHo or Midtown,
B L E N D s immersed in a vibrant blend of cultures—
from Chinatown to a Korean village or a new
Lebanese spot. A cultural potpourri, NYC
Ace photog rapl':ner always leaves me with a sense that there's
Dabboo Ratnanion more to explore!
rediscovering New York
with every visit CLOSEST TO MY HEART...
Visiting B&H, one of the biggest photography
and video equipment stores in the world.
It covers almost an entire block and | spent
three days just looking around. From cameras
and lenses to lights and more...| felt like a kid
in a candy store.

A FARE TO REMEMBER

The wraps from The Halal Guys in Midtown.
It serves your choice of filling as is, without
the wrap, and boasts a constant waiting line.

| RECOMMEND...

Avoid traffic, opt for a boat ride from

1st Avenue. Art enthusiasts, don’t miss
Brooklyn’s impressive art scene. SoHo also
beckons with its unique vibe, featuring
murals and lively markets.

Clockwise from top left: Unslpash; Dabboo Ratnani;

Getty; Shutterstock
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@080 4719 1010 @ sales@featherlitefurniture.com

Present in 66 locations across India, also in Nepal, Sri Lanka, Philippines and U.A.E.
For more details visit our website @ www.featherlitefurniture.com




Empowering education organizations for
enrollment growth, year after year

As we enter 2024, our resolve to craft purpose-built, unified, and powerful solutions
for the education industry is stronger than ever. Proudly trusted by over 1000 education
organizations across the globe, some of which we could fit in this page.
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Ebco Pole Shelving System

A shelving unit that's
always ready for more.
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